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What would you be prepared to do to 
connect with others for the sake of the 
Lord Jesus?

Monica and I recently visited the 

Anglican Church at Longreach, where we 

saw a portrait of Fred Hulton-Sams, better 

known as the ‘fighting parson’. A Cambridge 

graduate who ministered in western 

Queensland prior to World War One, his 

outreach strategy was to visit shearing 

sheds and challenge the men to put up 

their best fighter against him. If he won, 

they had to hear him preach.

Now BCA supporters, not to mention 

our insurers, will be glad to know we do 

not recommend pugilism as a prelude to 

evangelism. But we are still committed to 

meeting people on their turf so we can 

show the love of Christ and speak the truth 

of Christ.

In this edition of The Real Australian 

you will read some inspiring stories of BCA 

Field Staff who are connecting with their 

communities in varied and creative ways, 

as well as the lives that God is changing 

through their ministry.

We live at a time when being identified 

with the cause of Christ can sometimes 

feel like stepping into a boxing ring. Thank 

God that whatever blows we might take 

for His sake His word remains powerful, His 

love remains unbreakable and His mission 

remains unstoppable.  

See you on the canvas!

Mark Short
National Director

Editorial

“We are still committed to meeting people on their turf so we can show the 
love of Christ and speak the truth of Christ.”
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500 young people served in 22 projects 
supporting the mission work of rural 
churches through the 2015 Soul in the 
Bush conference in April. Bush Church Aid 
locations and some supporting churches 
in Burra, Goulburn, Murrumbateman, 
Yass and Wee Jasper benefited from  
their help.

Not only did the youth help in practical 

action projects, they were highly visible in 

the ways that they served. Many had the 

opportunity to connect 

with and directly 

work alongside local 

communities. There 

were also stories in local 

newspapers including 

The Goulburn Post.
Here are snapshots 

of two Goulburn 

projects:

New BCA field 

staff Brian and Ali 

Champness coordinated a ‘Wild West Easter 

Holiday Club’ for primary schoolers with the 

assistance of some ‘Soul’ helpers.

Excited kids lined up before opening 

each day, some of whom had won free 

tickets through a Scripture Easter Assembly 

colouring-in competition run by the 

Goulburn Churches Association.

The Mayor of Goulburn provided a large 

sports arena free of charge to host the Club 

– which was billed as three action-packed 

days filled with games, sport, art and craft, 

drama, music, Bible stories and paint wars.

The ‘Soul’ youth connected with kids and 

helped them learn about Jesus and how 

much He loves them. They also picked up 

new skills and ideas to take home to their 

own ministry contexts.

Brian and Ali are new Directors of 

Families and Children’s 

Ministry at the 

Fellowship at Five 

service at Goulburn 

Cathedral. They are 

working with  

young people and 

families within the 

Canberra and Goulburn 

Anglican Diocese.

“Each of us has 

about 20 years of kids’ 

ministry experience, and so it’s just our 

heart and passion,” Ali says. ‘If you can 

reach children with the good news then you 

can set their lives on a good, straight path 

for the future.”

Maggie and Darryl Patterson, members 

of the Fellowship at Five congregation at 

Goulburn Cathedral, have established an 

Young Christians 
Connecting with the 
Goulburn Community

Brian and Ali Champness
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organisation called Liminis, the Latin word 

for threshold (of eternity).

Through Liminis, they hope to raise 

awareness about women in slavery 

overseas, as well as the plight of children 

in orphanages. They plan to partner with 

local churches and agencies to deliver social 

programs in the local community.

 “At the end of the day we want it to be 

an incarnational expression of Christianity 

and to do that, you have to live it,” says 

Maggie. “As such, we seek to live lives of 

faith, compassion, justice and simplicity.”

After years of standing vacant, the 

former St Joseph’s House of Prayer 

provided an ideal canvas for ‘Soul’ teams. A 

phenomenal amount of work was achieved, 

from cleaning up garden beds, to sweeping, 

clearing up glass and dumped rubbish, 

painting, ripping up carpet, and even 

tearing down a wall.

The Pattersons were overwhelmed and 

so thankful of how willing the teens from 

‘Soul’ were to pitch in and help.

It was also the first time in a long time 

that the chapel was filled with standing 

room only for worshippers.

By turning up to service projects each 

day with cheerful ‘can do’ attitudes and a 

willingness to serve the Gospel, these youth 

from ‘Soul’ made connections with  

locals that we pray will help see His 

kingdom grow.

View a highlights video of ‘Soul’ projects at: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=bitp5jV8hCs
Jen Schabel 

Soul in the Bush volunteers transformed the former St Joseph’s House of Prayer 
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I receive a text message in the middle of 
the night – “Paraburdoo PFRS Turnout – 
power pole fire on mine road.”

It’s about 3am on a balmy January 

morning and I’m stuffed into a fire truck 

with Wayne, Pete, Cam and Adam heading 

off to an emergency on the mine road.

Due to the huge lightning storms we get 

in the Pilbara, power pole fires are pretty 

common. I don’t know much about fighting 

fires yet because I’m so new to it. It is kind 

of exhilarating to be part of this team. On 

the way home from a fire there is a great 

sense of comradery as jokes are shared.

My connections in the fire brigade lead 

to interesting conversations like this one:

Fellow volunteer: “Hey Dave, you know 

how you are the minister? What do you 

actually do? Is it like a normal job  

or something?”

Me: “Well kind of, I usually work six days 

a week.”

Fellow volunteer: “Really? What do  

you do?”

Me: “Well it’s more like being a farmer, 

you do the work when the work is there, 

some seasons are quiet, some are busy. 

My main responsibilities are loving people, 

teaching the Bible and praying.”

Fellow volunteer: “So is it kind of  

a calling?”

Me: “I guess so. I mean all kinds of jobs 

can be a calling, but for me there is deep 

feeling in my guts that I deeply long for 

people to know Jesus, and that He loves 

them and what He has done for them.”

Then follows an awkward silence...

Rob Healy suggested I join a community 

group as a way of connecting. After a few 

positive encounters with the fireies last 

Firefighting Minister in Paraburdoo

Fire Fighter Morgan, with Appliance Officer Mike Broadbent out the front of the Fire Station 
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year, they seemed a good choice. I have 

been a member of Paraburdoo Voluntary 

Fire Brigade since September last year. It’s 

been a great community connection for at 

least four reasons:

1. Being in the fire brigade has seen 

me on the mine site about 15 times in the 

last 10 months. These are the only times I 

have been there. In a town that is defined 

by, and revolves around, the mine, this is 

such a helpful insight into the culture and 

nature of this place. Furthermore, most of 

the brigade members are miners so I am 

learning heaps from them about my  

town’s culture.

2. Being a Minister it is easy to have only 

Christian friends. One of the great things 

about the Pilbara is that it blows that 

option out of the water! You can’t expect 

people to come to church here,  

some do but most we need to go to. Some 

of my best community contacts have come 

through the fireies and the friendship of 

some of them has been a real blessing in a 

lonely place too. I am one of two Christians 

in the brigade – a good place to be!

3. It’s one thing to encourage evangelism 

in sermons, but actually being out in the 

community reminds me of just how hard 

evangelism can be.

4. There are opportunities to minister, I 

have counselled one mate through some 

relationship challenges and have been able 

to share the gospel a couple of times with 

another. Please pray for his salvation and 

more opportunities and courage to bless my 

friends with the love of Jesus. 

David Morgan

Firefighting Minister in Paraburdoo

Fighting a fire in Paraburdoo
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My Sunday morning radio spot in Norfolk 
Island brought an unexpected visitor to St 
Barnabas Chapel in late June. The DJ who 
had been playing my pre-recorded show 
each Sunday arranged to swap her shift 
saying “I just feel like I have to go  
to church.”

It was very encouraging to hear that 

this DJ (not a Christian in any way shape or 

form) had been listening to the messages 

go out as she hosted her show. I wasn’t sure 

she’d come but sure enough she was there! 

I was preaching on Mark 6 – and speaking 

about how Jesus is the compassionate, 

good shepherd of His people. We chatted 

afterward and I hope I’ll see her again on 

a Sunday! Please pray for her to come to 

Jesus and for us as we get to know her.

During my radio spot, I have been doing 

a lot of apologetics, borrowing arguments 

from Tim Keller’s The Reason for God.  

Other times I choose the best bit of that 

week’s sermon.

I get about 10 minutes each week.  

I also get to throw to a song. Sometimes I 

choose a hymn or a modern worship song. 

I got a great reaction from the community 

when I played some Christian hip-hop at 

Easter time!

Movie nights on Norfolk
With the generous support of the local 

theatre, I recently showed Mark Burnett’s 

mini-series The Bible across four Thursday 

nights. These sessions were well attended 

and enjoyed. I think it’s been good for filling 

the gaps for people as well as a chance to 

socialise and just enjoy ‘our story’. 

David Fell

Radio Spot Leads DJ to Church

David Fell recording his Sunday morning radio spot. 
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What is the best burger in the west? It’s 
the Angliburger of course! And where can 
you buy this delicacy? At Karratha’s one 
and only FeNaClNG Festival.

The FeNaClNG Festival started some 

30 years ago to celebrate the resources of 

the area. There are displays of handiwork 

and crafts, food and market stalls, rides, 

competitions and industry displays.

The name FeNaClNG comes from 

the chemical symbols of the three main 

production and export commodities in 

Karratha and Dampier: Iron Ore (Fe), Salt 

(NaCl) and Natural Gas (NG).

Les and Jenny Gaulton with the 

congregation of Karratha Anglican 

Community Church have 

been running a stall at the 

FeNaClNG Festival for the 

last 13 years where amongst other things, 

like a mums and bubs rest and change tent, 

they sell the Angliburger.

“An Angliburger is the best hamburger 

you can ever imagine,” explains Les. “Our 

patties are made from a special recipe that 

has been used for the 25 years that the 

Church has been involved in the Festival.

“People come to FeNaClNG just to buy a 

burger. Last year one man came and bought 

10 which he planned to keep and eat across 

the whole week!”

Every day Les, Jenny and members 

of their congregation staff their Festival 

stall from 7am to 10pm. Not only do they 

sell Angliburgers but a range of food and 

drinks. By the end of the Festival they have 

generally sold around 2000 burgers.

“We aim to provide the best quality, 

lowest price, friendliest 

service at FeNaClNG,” says 

Les. “We are told constantly 

that we achieve that aim 

every year.”

A major highlight of 

the Festival is a combined 

church service attended by 

around 200 – 300 on a good year. This year 

Les is compering the service on behalf of 

the Anglican, Baptist, Salvation Army and 

Resource City Churches. He prays that this 

can be a great glorification of God’s name. 

Janine van den Tillaart

The Best Burger in the West
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With a generous donation from link church 
St John’s Asquith, the Lightning Ridge 
Community Church was recently able to 
fund a ‘cottonseed drop’ at a  
local property.

Usually we give out hay. But we were 

finding it difficult to get good quality hay, 

so we bought a truckload of cottonseed, 

which has a high nutrition content.

Some hay is like cardboard – it might 

fill your stomach but it won’t give you 

any energy. So it was better to get one 

truckload of quality food over two trucks of 

low quality hay.

We had about 20 farmers there on the 

day from the eastern side of town, coming 

and going. The farmers were appreciative, 

and we had good opportunity for 

conversations.

Diocese of Armidale Bishop, The Rt Revd 

Rick Lewers also attended the ‘cottonseed 

drop’ and was able to meet lots of farmers 

and see first-hand the situation in 

Lightning Ridge.

We didn’t initially tell people who Rick 

was so that they would relate naturally. 

And they sure did relate naturally, which 

for some meant their usual language and 

crudities! But Rick took it in his stride and 

it helped that people saw he was a normal 

bloke who loves Jesus.

This ministry to farmers has been a real 

team effort. Supporting churches have 

donated money. Trish and Eric Greenham 

(BCA supporters from Brisbane) have 

brought hampers, visited, and coordinated 

haydrop events. Ran and Jenny Mitchell 

have visited the area and built relationships. 

Some church members have adopted 

drought relief as one of their ministries. 

Cottonseed Drop a Blessing for Farmers

Farmers from the eastern side of town collected cottonseed throughout the day
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BCA Nomads have also helped to pack and 

distribute hampers on occasion.

Many farmers are happy for BCA Field 

Staff to pray with them. One lady shared 

with Ran and Jenny that she can talk to 

them because she knows they won’t gossip 

to others.

In other good news, there was two 

inches of rain in late June which should 

put some moisture back in the soil. I worry 

for those who are planting crops at the 

moment. If there is no more rain then there 

isn’t enough existing moisture in the soil to 

get a decent crop. But much more than rain 

I pray that they will see their need for God 

– that hearts will not rest until they find 

rest in Him.        

David Piper

The parishoners of St John’s Asquith

Diocese of Armidale Bishop  
The Rt Revd Rick Lewers 

Kids watch the cottonseed drop from a  
safe distance
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123 – A Vision Becomes Reality

Two years ago Rich Lanham had a vision 
to create a community space for young 
people in Sale. With God’s graciousness 
this vision is about to become a reality.

123 is the soon to be opened community 

space. “In our Diocese, 123 is a fresh 

expression of church which has community 

gathering as its vehicle,” explains Rich. It 

will be housed in a building that has been 

provided free of charge by a local Christian 

couple. Initially it was a building in need of 

a great deal of work to get it operational.

Following an article in the Gippsland 
Times in late March, a retired builder 

contacted Rich offering his services. This 

builder has completely revamped the 

building adding about $20,000 worth of 

value to the project.

Bunnings Warehouse has allowed Rich to 

host two barbecues to raise funds for 123. 

At the first barbecue he spoke with a local 

electrician whose daughter had attended 

Rich’s youth group. He was keen to help as 

he felt that his daughter’s membership of 

the group had been a real blessing to his 

family. “This building had a mix of wiring 

dating back to the 30s in need of a full 

makeover and this electrician has rewired 

it completely and it’s cost us nothing,” Rich 

says. “He works for a company that gives 

$500 to any organisation where their staff 

member volunteers their time and expertise 

– this basically paid for the switches  

and lighting.”

Not only have Bunnings provided a 

venue for fundraising, but also equipment 

to local TAFE students who have been 

working on the facility. 123 has been gifted 

the paint for inside and out as well as 

$5000 worth of timber. Grants have come 

from Anglicare ($7500), the RACV ($5000) 

and the local Rotary Club ($1000). “I’m also 

putting in an application for funding to  

the Shire,” says Rich. “Because we already 

have some grants that builds confidence in 

our project.

Making a start to the renovations of the new 123 community space
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123 – A Vision Becomes Reality
“I see the truth of John 14. Ask in my 

name and I’ll give it to you – this is to 

the glory of God. This to us is an absolute 

reality as we have no budget whatsoever.”

123 will connect with people through:

 •  Food and hospitality – a commercial 

café which will keep 123 viable from a 

financial point of view. It will be a place 

for young people to explore different 

aspects of hospitality – food preparation, 

serving, work experience and training.

  •  Healthy eating and living courses – how 

to prepare quick, easy and healthy meals.

  •  Parenting groups for local families.

  •  Music production – recording live music 

and holding regular gigs.

  •  Facilities for those who are sleeping 

rough – a shower, washing machine  

and dryer.

 •   An evening meal once week for those 

doing it tough.

  •  PCs with Internet access for those 

looking for work.

  •  Access to local health and  

wellbeing services.

Another aspect of 123 is the 

development of two youth specific 

leadership groups. One will be a discipleship 

program to build up some young Christian 

leaders. The second will be a youth action 

group with kids from different backgrounds 

with a raft of needs and interests.

“The main thrust of I23 is the gathering 

of people with the intention to connect 

them to the love of Christ and the 

opportunity to hear and respond to His 

Gospel,” says Rich. “That will come about by 

the relationships we build and the way we 

run activities to build those bridges. There is 

no question in my mind that the Lord  

has provided, made this happen and is 

driving this.” 

Janine van den Tillaart

Volunteers have helped transform the building
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Coober Pedy’s Catacomb Church is a star 
of travel advisory site Trip Advisor.  
It has been awarded a Certificate of 
Excellence, which is presented to 
attractions that consistently earn great 
reviews from travellers.

The Church is ranked eight of 18 things 

to do in Coober Pedy with reviewers coming 

from Australia, the United Kingdom, the 

United States, New Zealand, Germany, 

France and Austria to name a few.

Of the 72 reviews currently on Trip 

Advisor most fall in the excellent and very 

good categories. Geoff and the church 

have received wonderful praise from some 

visitors including the following comments:

“I have visited many churches, mosques, 

synagogues and temples around the world 

and I think this is the most impressive so 

far,” said Alan from the United Kingdom.

“The Church is a real haven for anyone. 

The minister Geoff was excellent to talk to 

and kindly took various photos of us around 

the chapel,” said an anonymous traveller 

from Adelaide.

Tracey tells us more of the story:

Geoff sits quietly in his Hobbit Hole 

Office at his computer and hears the 

Geoff’s greatest thrill is to explain the Ichthys symbol which is carved into the rock wall and explain 
that the fish symbol is an acronym for Jesus is the Christ, God’s Son, Saviour

“The Church is a real haven for anyone. The minister Geoff was excellent 
to talk to and kindly took various photos of us around the chapel,” said an 

anonymous traveller from Adelaide.”

Trip Advisor 
Accolades for the 
Catacomb Church
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sound of the church front door opening. 

Whenever possible he enters the church 

from our connecting tunnel to meet and 

greet tourists from all over the world. Some 

are immediately friendly to this strange 

looking minister who seemingly appears 

from nowhere, while others start off a  

little warily.

The first 

question that Geoff 

asks any visitor is 

“Where are you 

from?” Because we 

travelled around 

Australia in 2002, 

Geoff often has 

many opportunities 

to connect with 

their home area 

and their travel 

experiences.

Coober Pedy is 

such an interesting 

place and the 

Catacomb Church 

so unique that 

people warm up 

quickly as Geoff 

shares the history 

of the church and 

the area.

Soon Geoff is lying on the floor behind 

the Communion Table telling tourists to 

gather around. As I mentioned earlier, he is 

a strange looking minister! At first tourists 

are a bit taken aback but when he shows 

them that he has taken a photo of them up 

through the air shafts they are immediately 

impressed and appreciative.

Geoff’s greatest thrill is to explain the 

Ichthys symbol which is carved into the 

rock wall and explain that the fish symbol 

is an acronym for Jesus is the Christ, God’s 

Son, Saviour. He regularly tells people that 

we are here for treasure 

in heaven and not 

treasure on earth sought 

by many opal miners.

It is all this personal 

attention as well as the 

uniqueness and beauty 

of our church that has 

produced consistent 

positive reports from 

tourists on Trip Advisor 

and won us a Certificate 

of Excellence.

We always have 

tourist bags of Christian 

literature and yummy 

treats to hand out as 

well as gospels in many 

languages to share. We 

also have a book shelf 

with free Christian books 

for tourists to take.

We rejoice in the 

truth of Isaiah 55:11 that the words going 

out from God’s mouth shall not return 

empty or void but accomplish the purposes 

for which He sent it.  

Tracey Piggott

Above: Handouts with Christian literature  
and treats.  
The Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence
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Within three days of moving to Port 
Hedland in 2006 Philip Knight started 
playing touch football in the local 
competition. “It’s an easy way when you 
first come to town to meet a whole bunch 
of people,” he says.

“Whether it’s touch footy or going along 

to a knitting club, it’s basically the same 

idea. You meet and connect with people, 

and naturally conversations happen and 

relationships grow. Basically you take your 

opportunities when you get them and leave 

the rest up to God.”

After injuring both his knees Philip 

started refereeing instead of playing, but 

this has allowed him to meet and speak 

with more people. He also took on a 

committee position in 2011 and became the 

referee’s coordinator in 2012.

“Because so many people come and go 

in Port Hedland, and many people run away 

when they’re asked to be on a committee, I 

decided to help out,” says Philip.

“As it’s a small town you really get 

to know people as you see them outside 

the context of touch – whether you’re 

picking your kids up from school or going 

to another community activity. I believe 

my main role is to be myself, pray and ask 

God to guide the conversations I have. It’s 

basically Evangelism 101. People like to 

complicate it but it’s really quite simple.”

There have been varied responses from 

the touch community to Philip and his day 

job. “Sometimes you get positive responses, 

sometimes negative and often confused,”  

he says. On the positive side he has had 

people knock on his door at 3am for 

assistance and others who have come to do 

marriage counselling.

Recently Philip added another string to 

his bow, he’s refereeing rugby league as 

well – another way of connecting with the 

Port Hedland community. 

Janine van den Tillaart

“I believe my main role is to be myself, pray and ask God to guide the 
conversations I have. It’s basically Evangelism 101.”

Growing 
Relationships through 
Touch Football

Referees coordinator Philip Knight
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RENEW – A Presence 
in the Heart of the 
Community
A number of years ago our parish had  
a dream of establishing a presence in  
the heart of the community through a  
shop front. 

It was with great delight that in 2014, 

through a grant applied for by Diocese of 

Bendigo, we had the resources to rent a 

shop in an ideal location. 

RENEW has now been 

operating for a year and 

over 2700 volunteer hours 

have been given.

RENEW aims to make 

a positive contribution to 

the physical, social and 

spiritual needs of people 

in the Sunraysia South 

area. Many people from 

the parish and the wider 

community have made a 

remarkable contribution. 

RENEW provides:

  •  An op-shop with low-cost clothing  

and goods

 •    An outlet for our Foodbank program

   •  A place for social engagement/interaction

   •  Community workshops/programs

   •  Opportunities for people to explore and 

develop a Christian spirituality

   •  Links for people to gain access to other 

relevant services

Many pastoral opportunities have come 

out of RENEW. Recently I spent five hours 

with a man who had been assaulted the 

night before. This included taking him to the 

police station to report the incident, to the 

doctor to get checked out, and to the bus 

station at 4am so he could get away for a 

break. Some people we come across have 

been affected by ‘ice’ and domestic violence. 

We have supported them and also referred 

them to the appropriate services.

We have handed out food to 90 adults 

and 60 children – we are grateful to 

Foodbank Victoria for the food they provide. 

One of our main ministries has been simply 

providing a place where people can come 

and chat. Our volunteers often have small 

ministry opportunities. We also invite people 

to our community lunch held every Sunday 

after church. No one is turned away from 

RENEW, and in God’s grace longer term we 

will build authentic relationships and share 

the good news of Jesus not only in deed, 

but word as well. We welcome BCA Nomads 

to come and help out as well. 

Dale Barclay

Clare Davy, coordinator of RENEW
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While sitting in the doctor’s room 
at the end of February I listened to 
the information about how they will 
investigate ways to treat my third run in 
with cancer. 

The doctor asked me a question, 

knowing that I am an Anglican Minister: 

“How do you deal 

with this illness 

when you are a 

healer?” So I asked 

where the question 

was coming from. 

He tells me that 

he has people sit 

across from him 

and he informs 

them of the options 

that will help them 

fight the cancer and 

they say to him. “I 

do not need your 

chemotherapy or 

radiation as I am 

a follower of Jesus 

and He will heal 

me.” He then watches them slowly die.

So I told him the story from an episode 

of The West Wing (Season 1 episode 14) 

about a man in a flood. He is sitting on his 

veranda and a boat comes along and offers 

to take him to safety. He tells the owner 

that he is OK because God will save him. 

The water level rises and the man moves to 

the roof, again another boat comes along 

offering help and he responds the same as 

before and the boat leaves. The water level 

still rises and the man has to retreat to 

the ridge of the house. He looks up and a 

helicopter comes and lowers a ladder and 

over the loud speakers tells him to climb 

and they will take him to safety.  

He waves the helicopter off saying God will 

rescue me.

The man in the 

end drowns. He 

goes to heaven and 

meets God and asks 

Him why He did not 

take the opportunity 

to show His might 

and power and save 

him from the flood. 

God responds with 

“I sent two boats 

and a helicopter 

what more could 

I do?”

Now I have no 

doubt that God 

heals. We read many 

books on it and pray 

continually for God’s 

intervention in the lives of people we come 

across who are ill. We see some healed and 

others go and be with our Lord. So why do 

we seek to sit in a Doctor’s office and not 

just fall down in front of God and  

pray continually.

I would like to think that it has 

something to do with understanding our 

place in the world that has rejected God. 

But it is a world that has not been rejected 

by God.

Trust, Hope and Looking for the Boat!

Jenny and Rob Stubbs
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Trust, Hope and Looking for the Boat!
A cursory reading of Genesis 1 and 2 

shows us the great love God has for what 

He has created. We read about God making 

man in His own image (character) so that 

we are perfectly placed for a relationship 

with Him. In the Garden of Eden we are in 

this perfect relationship walking with God 

daily. When we reach Genesis 3 it is 

a different story. God sends 

us out of the Garden 

but His love goes with 

them/us.

Genesis chapter 

3 verse 21 says: 

“The Lord God made 

garments of skin for 

Adam and his wife 

and clothed them.”

This is in response 

to the fact that once they 

had eaten the fruit 

they saw they were 

naked and they 

were ashamed. God 

continues to love 

them and watch over 

them but there is a 

strong lesson in that 

we are to work the 

land and struggle with it. We are people 

who are to find our way in a broken world 

and to build knowledge to help us live in 

this world until we return to God.

We also get a clue that what we need is 

wisdom on how to cope with this life and 

all the trials that will become us. In 1 Kings 

Chapter 3 Solomon comes before God and 

asks for the wisdom to know how to lead 

God’s people. Verse 9 says “So give your 

servant a discerning heart to govern your 

people and to distinguish between right 

and wrong.”

We too must ask for this ‘discerning 

heart’ to look at using the richness that 

is in this world. The doctors in the 

medical team I know have my 

interest at heart. They are 

very clear about what 

this cancer will do to 

me but they are also 

very clear at how 

they will work out a 

treatment plan that 

will allow me to get 

on with life. The wisdom 

that they have has come 

from generations of mankind 

doing what Adam 

was instructed to do 

‘work it out’.

I need to put 

some trust in this 

wisdom that I know 

has come from 

God’s love over 

the generations. 

Remember God never left us. He is still in 

the world that He loves.

So why doesn’t He cure this cancer?

Well, Jesus also knew that His love for 

us was somehow lost because we are not 

ready to receive it.

In Matthew 23:37 Jesus writes about 

 

“I know God can do 

wonderful things and I know 

God is in control. But for now 

until Jesus returns I have to be 

wise with the information 

I have...”

Continued Over

Jenny and Rob Stubbs
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NORTH WESTERN AUSTRALIA TOUR

Come on a BCA CFT holiday for a fantastic time of sightseeing 

and fellowship. This particular holiday lets you explore 

the North Western coast of Australia, including the Kakadu 

National Park, The Kimberleys and Broome, as you experience 

a taste of outback life and BCA ministries.

OPERATED BY CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP TOURS

Darwin – Kakadu National Park – Katherine – Kununurra – Fitzroy Crossing 
Broome – Port Hedland – Newman – Tom Price – Karratha – Exmouth – Carnarvon 

Denham – Kalbarri – Geraldton – Perth

Packages are available departing from Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and Adelaide.  
For more information contact your Regional Office or email  

BCATours@bushchurchaid.com.au

JULY 2016 – 28 DAYS

His desire for His people “O Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and 

stone those sent to you, how often I have 

longed to gather your children together, as 

a hen gathers chicks under her wings, but 

you were not willing.”

I know God can do wonderful things 

and I know God is in control. But for now 

until Jesus returns I have to be wise with 

the information I have. I have to trust that 

God has placed these very intelligent people 

in my life to help me, Jen and the family 

through this time of uncertainty and trial.

I know God’s love is at the forefront of 

this time of my life and I also know that as 

sure as I am born I will die.

As David McDonald puts in his  

book Hope Beyond Cure, “I will die of 

something someday.”

 But for now I will trust in my God to 

guide my steps as I travel this journey and I 

will trust in God for the outcome wherever 

it takes me. 

Rob Stubbs
Rob together with wife Jenny, coordinate our 
Dusty Boots Program.

Trust, Hope and Looking for the Boat! continued
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What do you do when you don’t have a job?

I’ve been working in the mining industry 
as a fly-in-fly-out chaplain for the past 
eight years, travelling between four mines 
in South Australia. I have listened to  
the needs of workers and responded 
where I could. 

I have washed dishes, made biscuits, 

held church services and done a few 

hatch, match and dispatches. I have helped 

people keep their marriages together and 

counselled those at home coping with the 

absence of a loved one.

My ministry has been supported by the 

mines along with BCA and the Dioceses 

of Willochra and Adelaide. I was working 

flat out with only a few days off each 

month until Christmas 2014. Since then 

these mines have been forced to close. I 

said goodbye to over 1500 people; helped 

them cope with the loss of their jobs and 

encouraged them to keep focused on  

the future.

Now I realise that I no longer have work 

either. It certainly is a weird feeling.

So what now? Well, the miners still need 

help. I talk with many of them, helping 

them make sense of their new jobs and 

about problems now they are home and 

getting in the way. The mines no longer 

fund this part of the role. I thank God for 

BCA who allow me to concentrate on the 

people whom He has given me to help.

Joy and I recently enjoyed a night under 

the stars with people who have become 

redundant. We had a few beers, a spit roast, 

talked about the good and the bad in life 

and then we rolled out our swags and slept.

I will continue to work with miners. I 

have also started a locum position at St 

Augustine’s Church Unley in Adelaide.

We will spend time assessing our  

options and praying about where God 

wants us next. Please pray with us and ask 

God to show us the way as He always has 

in the past. 

Peter Palmer

Joy and Peter Palmer
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Lending a Hand in Adelong

The skills, fellowship and friendship 
of BCA Nomads provide great 
encouragement to our Field Staff across 
the country. 

In April, six members from St Matthews 

West Pennant Hills spent nine days 

maintaining church property in the small 

rural community of Adelong. A former BCA 

location, Adelong is a small ex-gold mining 

town, with a small but active Anglican 

congregation. Dr Jim Longworth recounts 

his time in Adelong for us:

During our nine days in Adelong we 

lived and worked on-site. Norm and Arthur 

slept in the hall, Brian and Chris slept in a 

caravan kindly provided by a member of the 

congregation, and Judy and I slept in our 

hired motorhome.

The church provided the materials and 

specified the work to be done. We provided 

the requisite tools and labour for free. Our 

work included building storage shelves in 

the hall, preparing and painting the inside 

of the hall and the inside and outside of the 

toilet block, clearing out rubbish, pruning 

overhanging plants, chopping back woody 

weeds, and taking rubbish to the tip – 

simple enough.

We actively participated in the first and 

second Sunday church services. One was led 

by a minister, the other by a lay person – a 

novel and exciting experience for us.

While we were just working in a material 

sense, God was adding value to our efforts. 

It would be easy to over-spiritualise the 

relationship between the Nomad and the 

local congregation. We were loving our 

neighbours as ourselves (Luke 10:27). We 

were sharing what resources we had (Luke 

3:11; Acts 4:32). We were encouraging the 

people there (Romans 12:8). We shared 

fellowship (Galatians 2:9). We were serving 

the Adelong congregation (Galatians 

5:13). We were in effect a group of city 

Christians supporting a country church. The 

congregation were more than appreciative 

of the work being undertaken and we 

gained the satisfaction of supporting the 

work of the Gospel and the opportunity to 

experience life in this remote area. 

Dr Jim Longworth
BCA Nomad

Preparing the church for painting          St Paul’s Adelong

22 SPRING 2015



Coralie Mignon Buckland – A Tribute

Coralie, wife of Bishop Bernard Buckland, 
went to be with Jesus on 9 June 2015. To 
quote from her funeral service – she had 
a calm preparedness for death and was 
ready to go home.

She was a humble, 

capable, hardworking and 

talented lady who was 

always ready to deflect 

glory from herself to Jesus. 

She wrote that their term in 

Lithgow parish had showed 

her how much she needed 

to learn: “If I were to fulfil 

the role I believed God 

intended for me – to create 

a stable ‘home base’ for 

Bernard to work at  

the job God had called him 

to do with BCA. I was, I 

knew a most immature wife 

for a priest!”

Coralie served with 

BCA alongside Bernard 

from 1958 to 1997. They 

were first at Cleve, Ceduna 

(SA) and then Mt. Magnet, Northhampton, 

Derby, Broome and Newman. She became 

immersed in the communities in which 

they lived. She supported Bernard, not only 

through women’s ministry but through her 

work for St. John’s Ambulance, Scouts and 

her teaching for the Christian Women’s 

Convention International. Her writing of 

music and hymns also brought joy to many.

“I am thankful that my husband did not 

bring me here (wherever!) but that God 

has chosen to have me here for His own 

purposes, and that, because He always seeks 

my welfare, I can be happy in this situation 

because He is with me… I 

am where God has chosen to 

have me. Retirement, once 

unthinkable, is now more 

attractive as I slow down 

with age and a measure of 

infirmity – I may retire from 

this ministry, but I know He 

will have another ministry 

for me, different perhaps, but 

there will still be a ministry 

of some kind – and it is exciting to look 

forward to it.”

What stood out to people was Coralie’s 

faith and her total acceptance and love 

for the great extended family her children 

brought her. Her life and songs left a legacy 

for which we are thankful to God.

Robyn Williams 

21/9/1932 – 9/6/2015

Bishop Bernard and Mrs Coralie Buckland outside the 
rectory in Mount Magnet. 

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 23



Since 2005, BCA through the April Bottom 
Scholarship has each year awarded 
a young person funding to undertake 
secondary or tertiary education outside the 
parish of Broken Hill.

Before her passing in 2003, 

following a courageous battle 

with cancer, April Bottom 

expressed a desire to establish 

a fund to assist families 

with the education of their 

children. Her desire was to 

help students who had the 

potential to achieve but not 

necessarily the opportunity.

The April Bottom Scholarship of $10,500 

is for assistance with tuition and/or 

boarding fees.

If you know someone who would benefit 

from the April Bottom Scholarship or you 

are interested in obtaining 

further information email 

robyn@bushchurchaid.

com.au or phone 02 9262 

5017. Applications can be 

downloaded from our website 

bushchurchaid.com.au

Applications for the 2016 

scholarship close on Tuesday 15 

September 2015. 

April Bottom Scholarship

BIBLE IN THE BUSH
30 OCTOBER – 1 NOVEMBER 2015

The Minor Prophets:
MINOR PROPHETS, MAJOR LESSONS

With Tracy Lauersen
GREAT BIBLE TEACHING OVER A WEEKEND IN RURAL VICTORIA

www.bibleinthebush.org.au Phone 03 5024 2521
office@aposs/.org.au 25 Heath Street Red Cliffs VIC 3496
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WELCOME
Brian and Alison (Ali) Champness are our 

most recent BCA Field Staff. They join us 

as Children and Family Workers, connected 

to the F5 

congregation 

in Goulburn. 

Brian and 

Ali will have 

a ministry 

into schools 

through scripture and to marginalised 

families throughout the Diocese.

VALE
Coralie Buckland, wife of Bishop Bernard 

Buckland passed away in Perth on 9 June 

2015. In her own words “True life began the 

day I trusted Jesus, He freed me from my 

sin, and its reward, and now I know I’ll be 

with Him in Heaven, the real ‘me’, united 

with my Lord.” (See page 23 for our tribute 

to Coralie).

Bruce Hansford passed away in Melbourne 

last June. In 1979 Bruce took his family to 

serve as BCA Field Staff on Groote Eylandt 

and at Gove 

until 1982. 

He then 

returned to 

Melbourne 

and served 

at various 

parishes 

until 1999 

when he engaged in teaching science. 

Please uphold his family and friends in  

your prayers.

Marjorie Dickson (nee Harmes), past 

BCA nurse, died on 21 June 2015. Marj 

came from Hampshire England in 1949 

and served with John Flynn’s AIM at 

Innamincka, where 

she met her husband 

Jack. She worked with 

the Red Cross and was 

known as BCA’s Lady 

with a Lamp because 

of her answers to 

distress calls for relief 

nursing at Cook and Tarcoola. Marjorie was 

a humble and quiet lady and is survived by 

a nephew in the UK.

APOLOGY
We apologise to the family and friends of 

Marjorie Dixon for the incorrect photograph 

we published in Post & Rails (Winter 2015 RA).

CONGRATULATIONS
Alison Pearce and husband John. Give 

thanks and praise to God for the birth of 

their daughter Isabelle Grace on 20 June. 

Her big sister Zoe (now two) is delighted. 

Congratulations! 

Post & Rails
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From the Archives
What a moment! What a surprise!

This story comes from back in 

1980s when I was the NSW General 

Secretary for BCA – undertaking 

deputations, telling the BCA story 

and seeking to gain new supporters.

The scene was a morning Holy 

Communion Service in a parish 

church in southern Sydney. It was 

one which BCA had not deputised 

in for many years. In my address I 

drew upon material I found in a book 

recently added to the archives.

Someone doing research at the 

Mitchell Library had come across 

a book entitled 

Pioneering in the 
Never Never by 

Revd E G Thorpe 

and wondered if it 

was known to BCA, 

or was of value. 

Thorpe was a BCA 

Missioner, in a van, 

in far western NSW 

from 1926 – 1928.

A photocopy of the book was acquired 

and we found that this previously unknown 

resource detailed how BCA van ministry 

was conducted.

Thorpe was from England, sent by 

Col and Con to do this work for BCA. On 

completion he returned to England and 

went on the ‘church speaking circuit’, giving 

illustrated lectures of his adventures in the 

‘Never Never’.

His daughter found the lecture notes 

and published them as a book 

in the 1960s in the UK, a copy 

of which found its way to the 

Mitchell Library.

One of the accounts in the book detailed 

how it was Thorpe’s custom to travel up 

‘little used’ tracks, to the very limits of his 

vehicle, to see if anyone lived there and 

bring them the latest news, some company, 

and if possible a gospel message. Thorpe 

details one such venture and how he found 

a woman in distress. It was the story I 

chose that morning to illustrate the work 

of BCA:

“It was Thorpe’s custom 
to travel up ‘little used’ 

tracks...... to see if anyone 
lived there and bring them 

the latest news, some 
company, and if possible a 

gospel message.”

Mrs Thorpe

SPRING 201526



From the Archives

Her husband, a soldier settler from 

WWI, had gone out early as was his 

usual practice, to clear the land by 

felling timber. He had not returned 

as expected for his midday meal 

and his newly married bride became 

distressed. Late in the afternoon 

she found him dead, hit by the tree 

he was felling. She fell to her knees 

beside her husband, not knowing 

what to do, and cried out ‘O God 

help me’. She had no sooner uttered 

the words than she saw dust on 

the horizon – no one ever came up 

their track. It was the BCA Missioner. 

Together they buried the man with 

a funeral service. Thorpe offered 

comfort, helped her pack up her 

belongings, and conveyed her on  

the first part of her journey back to 

family in Sydney.

As I shook hands at the door that 

Sunday morning a little old lady, bent over 

on a stick, took my hand in a vice like grip 

and said “I am that lady... Oh! I do love the 

BCA.” We both had tears in ours eyes. What 

a moment! What a surprise!

Over tea I later found out that she was 

not a religious person when she ventured 

with her new husband to western NSW but 

had been a Christian ever since that day.

I look forward to meeting the lady, and 

Thorpe in heaven, what a connection is in 

store for us.  

Brian Roberts
Hon Archivist

“She was not a religious 
person when she ventured with 

her new husband to western NSW 
but had been a Christian ever 

since that day.”

The Revd E G Thorpe
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God is a great, giving and loving God. 
Recently I have been reading again in the 
book of Deuteronomy how we are called 
“His treasured possession.” Our only 
proper response is to continually give our 
lives to Him in active service.

After my conversion at 15 through 

a Sydney Anglican youth group, I was 

challenged by my godly leader to be “willing 

to do whatever God asked me to do.”  

Fifty-five years later that is still true for me, 

despite some stalling at times.

Just last year I was invited to join 

our local BCA Committee and then be 

on National Council. It has been a great 

privilege to work alongside Ian McGrath and 

now David Rogers-Smith, both as Regional 

Officers and through our local church. They 

are good preachers, teachers, encouragers 

and evangelists. BCA is fortunate to have 

the services of such able men and their 

supportive wives.

Throughout my working life, God has led 

me to teach in seven different high schools 

in two states, and to be involved actively in 

three diverse Anglican Dioceses. In my early 

years I was heavily involved in NSW Beach 

Mission leadership and SU Bushwalking 

Camps. In 1981 I was invited to join SU 

Qld staff and I subsequently worked for 

eight years organising and running a large 

number of ISCF Camps. ISCF school visits in 

Brisbane and the Gold Coast were a blessing 

as well.

Now in ‘retirement’ I coordinate the 

Religious Instruction work in a local primary 

school and teach nine Religious Instruction 

classes a week. I also head up our local SU 

Chaplaincy Committee and grow and sell 

plants to support this work. I thank  

God for enabling me to develop this 

practical fundraising ministry – all in the 

last seven years.

My wife Chris is a very loyal supporter as 

well as being a ‘much in demand’ speaker 

and a regional board member for CWCI. She 

is also our church prayer ministry person 

with a strong emphasis on praying for 

outreach and missions. We have three adult 

children and our son and daughter-in-law 

have given us four lovely grandchildren in 

the last five years!

God is a great giver and honours our 

willingness to serve Him. 

Terry Keith
BCA Councillor

Councillor’s Column
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ORDER EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS

 BCA016  Pack of 10 – 2 of each card per pack $7.50 or $7 for three or more packs

 BCA312  500g Traditional pudding in calico cloth $28

 BCA313  1kg Traditional pudding in calico cloth $44

 BCA314   Gluten Free, no added sugar & no dairy. 500g Pudding log  

suitable for coeliacs and diabetics in controlled portions $32

 BCA315   700g Christmas Cake gift boxed $39

 BCA 018  Banjo Bilby  $15
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BCA CODE DESCRIPTION QUANTITY $ TOTAL

SUB-TOTAL

PLUS postage and handling charges – $8.50 per order

TOTAL

My cheque/money order is attached for  

Please debit my:

 Mastercard   Visa American Express

      expires on

Name on credit card Signature

 

 $

 $

Please complete this merchandise order form
Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  Surname

Address       

     Postcode

Email     Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)
We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask that you include $8.50 per 
delivery address. We can also include a gift card should you wish.

*supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

Real Australian Gift Order Form

Orders can be made online at our website – bushchurchaid.com.au
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I would like to receive:

I would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order  Credit card – please complete details below

 Mastercard Visa  American Express

Name on credit card

Credit card number

Expires  ___________ Signature ______________________________________

Personal details
Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  Surname

Address

  Postcode

Email  Telephone

Supporter number (if available)

  The Real Australian magazine & 
Prayer Notes

 A money box for my donations

  Information about how I can 
support BCA through my Will

 

I would like to support ministry in one of the following three ways:

2. I wish to make a regular donation

 Monthly  Quarterly  Annually  

 By direct debit from my account From my credit card 

An authorisation form will be sent to 

you for completion

3. Donations can be made directly to our bank account. PLEASE use your Supporter number  
as a reference (or for anonymous donations – the reference ANON followed by the first  
letter of your State). Our Bank details are: Westpac BSB 032 008  Account 000706

$1. My donation of  to BCA’s ministry

 Please tick here if you need a tax deduction
 (Donations to tax deductible funds cannot be used for general gospel ministry)
 My merchandise order form is attached

Response Form
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